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Specific Instructions
You must round your figures to whole numbers.

Step 2:	Figure the Illinois use tax
Enter the date of your last purchase of tangible personal property on which you owe Illinois use tax.
If you are filing an annual return because your total tax liability for the year is $600 or less, enter “December 31,” followed by 
the year. If you are not filing an annual return because your total tax liability for the year is greater than $600, enter the exact 
date of the last purchase, including month, day, and year.
Line 1a - Enter the total cost of general merchandise you purchased outside of Illinois to use in Illinois.
If you paid Illinois Cigarette Use Tax for cigarette purchases reported on Form RC-44, do not include the cost from those 
cigarette purchases in the figure you report on Line 1a of Form ST-44.
Note: Some out-of-state businesses collect Illinois sales tax, and their customers pay the tax just as they would pay state sales 
tax to an Illinois retailer. Check your receipts and invoices to determine whether Illinois sales tax was collected. You do not 
need to pay Illinois use tax on purchases made from an out-of-state retailer that already has properly collected Illinois sales tax.
Line 1b - Multiply Line 1a by 6.25% (.0625).
Line 2a - Enter the total cost of qualifying drugs, medical appliances, and diabetic supplies, such as insulin and syringes, you 
purchased outside of Illinois to use in Illinois and the total cost of qualifying groceries you purchased outside Illinois prior to 
January 1, 2026, to use in Illinois. “Groceries” generally includes food that has not been prepared for immediate consumption, 
such as most food sold at grocery stores, excluding hot foods, alcoholic beverages, candy, and soft drinks. 
Line 2b - Multiply Line 2a by 1% (.01).
Line 3 - Add Lines 1b and 2b. This is your use tax on purchases.
Line 4 - Enter the amount of sales tax you paid to another state (not to another country) on the items included on Lines 1a and 2a.
If you purchase an item from another country, you must pay the full amount of Illinois use tax due. You cannot claim credit 
for any tax paid to another country. If you purchase an item from another state and you properly paid tax to the other state, 
you may take credit for the tax paid. If you paid this tax at a rate lower than the Illinois use tax rate, you must pay Illinois the 
difference.

Step 3:	Figure the total amount you owe
Line 5 - Compare Line 3 and Line 4. If Line 4 is equal to or greater than Line 3, you do not owe Illinois use tax and do not need 
to file Form ST-44.
If Line 3 is greater than Line 4, subtract Line 4 from Line 3. This is the total amount of Illinois use tax you owe. Make your 
payment to the “Illinois Department of Revenue.”

Step 4:	Sign below
We cannot process this form until it is signed by the owner, officer, or other person authorized to sign the return.
You owe a late-filing penalty if you do not file a processable return by the due date, a late-payment penalty if you do not 
pay the amount you owe by the original due date of the return, a bad check penalty if your remittance is not honored by your 
financial institution, and a cost of collection fee if you do not pay the amount you owe within 30 days of the date printed 
on a bill. For more information, see Publication 103, Penalties and Interest for Illinois Taxes, available on our website at 
tax.illinois.gov. 
We will bill you for any penalty and interest amounts owed. 
Send your return and payment to the following address:
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
RETAILERS’ OCCUPATION TAX
SPRINGFIELD IL 62776-0001
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