
Effective July 1, 2007, an aircraft is 
exempt from Illinois sales and use tax 
in the following instances.

◆ Aircraft leaves Illinois after 
the sale
The aircraft is sold in Illinois and all of 
the following conditions are met.

   The aircraft leaves Illinois within 
15 days after the later of 

  ❏ the issuance of the fi nal billing    
for the purchase or sale of the 
aircraft, or

  ❏ the authorized approval for 
return to service, completion of 
the maintenance record entry, 
and completion of the test fl ight 
and ground test for inspection, as 
required by 14 C.F.R. 91.407.

  The aircraft is not based or regis-
tered in Illinois after the purchase 
or sale.

  The purchaser must complete 
Form RUT-60, Certifi cation for 
Aircraft Exemption, and certify 
that the requirements for exemp-
tion are met. The certifi cate must 
include the purchaser’s name and 
address, location where the 

    aircraft will be titled or registered,    
and the primary physical location 
of the aircraft. 

◆ Prepurchase Evaluation
The aircraft is temporarily located in 
Illinois for an examination prior to the 
purchase and all of the following con-
ditions are met.

  The aircraft is not based or regis-
tered in Illinois after the prepur-
chase evaluation.  

  The purchaser must complete 
Form RUT-60, Certifi cation for 
Aircraft Exemption, and certify 
that the requirements for exemp-
tion are met. The certifi cate must 
include the purchaser’s name 
and address, location where the 
aircraft will be titled or registered, 
and the primary physical location 
of the aircraft. 

◆ Post Sale Customization
The aircraft is temporarily located in 
Illinois for post-sale customization and 
all of the following conditions are met.

  The aircraft leaves Illinois within 
15 days after the authorized ap-
proval for return to service, com-
pletion of the maintenance record 
entry, and completion of the test 
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fl ight and ground test for inspec-
tion, as required by 

   14 C.F.R. 91.407.

  The aircraft is not based or reg-
istered in Illinois before or after 
the post-sale customization.

  The purchaser must complete 
Form RUT-60, Certifi cation for 
Aircraft Exemption, and certify 
that the requirements for ex-
emption are met. The certifi cate 
must include the purchaser’s 
name and address, location 
where the aircraft will be titled 
or registered, and the primary 
physical location of the aircraft.  

Does this exemption apply to 
parts transferred incident to 
service or repair of the air-
craft? 
NO, the exemption does not apply.  
It only applies to the aircraft itself.  
Repair and other service transac-
tions involving aircraft continue to 
be taxable in the same manner as 
before.  

How is “aircraft” defi ned?
For purposes of this bulletin, the 
term “aircraft” is defi ned as any 
device used or designed to carry 
humans in fl ight (Section 3 of the 
Illinois Aeronautics Act.) 

How is “based or registered 
in Illinois” defi ned for pur-
poses of this bulletin?
“Based” means an aircraft is han-
gered, stored, or otherwise used 
in Illinois, excluding post-sale cus-
tomizations, for 10 or more days in 
each 12-month period immediately 
following the date of the sale of the 
aircraft. 

“Registered” means an aircraft 
registered with the Department of 
Transportation, Aeronautics Divi-
sion, or titled or registered with the 
Federal Aviation Administration to 
an address located in Illinois. 

How is the exemption 
claimed?
The purchaser will complete the 
Form RUT-60, Certifi cation for Air-
craft Exemption. If purchased from 
an Illinois dealer, the seller must 
submit  a copy of the certifi cate to 
the department. In all other instanc-
es, the purchaser must submit the 
copy of the certifi cate. 

The certifi cate must be mailed to:

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE
ROT DISCOVERY 
PO BOX 19020
SPRINGFIELD IL 62794-9020

How does an Illinois dealer 
report the sale of an  air-
craft?
The dealer will report the sale on 
Form ST-556, Sales Tax Transac-
tion.  The exemption will be reported 
on Line 5(F), Other. Please write in 
the space provided “Aircraft, fl y-
away.”

What happens if the aircraft 
is used in a taxable manner?
Tax is due. The return and payment 
of the tax must be made no later 
than 30 days after the aircraft is 
used in a taxable manner in Illinois. 
The tax is based on the fair market
value of the aircraft on the date it 
is fi rst used in a taxable manner in 
Illinois.

How does the purchaser re-
port the tax?
◆ Purchase aircraft from an Il-
linois dealer

The Illinois dealer must fi le 
Form ST-556, Sales Tax Transaction 
Return.

◆ Purchase aircraft from a dealer 
outside Illinois

The purchaser must fi le 
Form RUT-25, Use Tax Transaction 
Return.

◆ Acquired aircraft by gift, dona-
tion, transfer or non-retail pur-
chase

The purchaser must fi le 
Form RUT-75, Aircraft/Watercraft 
Use Tax Transaction Return. 

Note: A “non-retail” purchase 
means a purchase from a person or 
business that is not in the business 
of selling aircraft at retail. 

For more detailed information, refer 
to the instructions provided with 
each return. 

Questions?
If you have any questions or need 
more information, please call or 
write us. Our telephone numbers 
and address are printed on the front 
left side of this bulletin. 
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