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Mzt. Paul Berks
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100 West Randolph Street, 7" Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Dear Mr. Berks:

Please accept this correspondence as the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus’ comments on the proposed
permanent amendments to the Department of Revenue’s retailers’ occupation tax regulations which appeared
in the I//inois Register on February 7, 2014.

The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus is an association of the 273 Mayors and Village and Town
Presidents in the metropolitan Chicago region. In addition, it counts the City of Chicago, DuPage Mayors
and Managers Conference, Lake County Municipal League, McHenry County Council of Governments, Metro
West Council of Governments, Northwest Municipal Conference, South Suburban Mayors and Managers
Association, Southwest Conference of Mayors, West Central Municipal Conference and Will County
Governmental League as participating organizations.

The Mayors Caucus supports the proposed amendments as published in the February 7, 2014 I//inozs
Register. We find them to be responsive to the Illinois Supreme Court’s decision in Hartney Fuel Ol Co. v. Hamer,
2013 IL 115130. In our view, they correct the flaws in the prior regulations that the Supreme Court identified in
Hartney and eliminate the uncertainty facing the greater majority of Illinois retailers and taxing jurisdictions.

Although this may be a relatively minor point, the only enhancement to the language that we propose
would be an additional sentence or two encouraging those retailers who may still be unclear about the
application of the new regulations to request a private ruling letter. We believe the Department would be
justified in assessing a fee for the work it performs in issuing such a letter, and would agree to any decision the
Department makes in determining whether a fee for that service would be appropriate.

Sincerely,

el

Thomas Weisner
Executive Board Chairman
and Mayor, City of Aurora
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